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REMARKS 

This Amendment is filed in response to the Office Action dated April 4, 2006. 
Applicants appreciate the Examiner's thorough examination of the application as evidenced by 
the Office Action. In light of the Office Action, Applicants have amended Claims 1, 5, 6, 12, 13, 
and 16 to former clarify the claims. Applicants respectfully submit that the claimed invention is 
patentable over the cited references. Applicants therefore respectfully request reconsideration 
and allowance of the application in light of the following remarks. 

I. Claims 5 and 12 Are Definite 

On page 2, the Office Action rejects Claim 5 as indefinite. Applicant has amended 
Claim 5 in light of the Examiner's suggestions. Applicant noted similar issues with Claim 12 
and amended it appropriately. In light of these amendments, Applicants respectfully submit that 
Claims 5 and 12 are definite. 

II. Claims Are Patentable 

On page 3, the Office Action rejects the claims in light of U.S. Patent No. 6,013,108 to 
Kaiolys. Applicants respectfully disagree with this rejection. The '108 Karolys patent does not 
appear to teach or suggest a bus controller that transmits signals serially over a common digital 
bus and a plurality of network device interfaces connected to the common digital bus in parallel 
to perform predefined functions in parallel to thereby support high speed communication over 

the common digital bus. 

In light of the above, Applicants respectfully submit independent Claims 1, 6, 13, and 16, 
as well as the claims that depend therefrom, are patentable over the cited references. It is 
therefore respectfully requested that a Notice of Allowance be issued. The Examiner is 
encouraged to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney to resolve any remaining issues in order 
to expedite examination of the present application. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
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However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Respectfully submitted, 




W. Kevin Ransom 
Registration No. 45 9 031 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

EtECTRONTCALLY FILED USING THE EFS-WEft ELECTRONIC FlCTNG SYSTEM OF THE UNITED 
TRADEMARK OFFICE ON . 



STATES PATENT & 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the US Patent and Trademark Office 
at Ffo^oj (£7p 273-S3 j)0 on the date shownjetow. i / 

7/£Ml 



Date, 



10 of 10 

LEGAL02/3 000 1 924v 1 



PAGE 11/11 ' RCVDAT 7/312006 12:18:15 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRM/8 * DNIS;2738300 * CSID:7044441111 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-14 



